	BRITANNIA SQUARE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION - AGM 2025
	SECRETARY’S REPORT - 2024/25
	1. EVENTS
	Christmas Carols - 12 December 2024
For the first time, we held a Christmas event jointly with York Place Residents’ Association (YPRA).
Following in the YPRA tradition of singing outdoors, a large group of residents from the area gathered on the forecourt outside the URC in Albany Terrace to sing carols, accompanied by the Worcester Concert Brass. It was a great success and enjoyed by all who attended.
We are grateful to YPRA for organising mulled wine and light refreshments and have agreed to repeat the event on 18 December 2025, this year with BSRA taking responsibility for refreshments.
Street Clean - 8 June 2025
This year’s street clean was held a month later than last year’s with the aim of reducing the amount of weed regrowth over the summer months.
We managed to clear the streets of almost all parked cars and complete a thorough weeding and cleaning. This was followed up by the Council’s cleansing machines on Monday morning. 
As ever, we are grateful to Lisa Smith, at the City Council, who arranged the Council’s resources just prior to the Community Engagement Team being disbanded.  Lisa has since moved to a new role in Events Planning but we have been offered assistance from the City Council’s Environmental Operations department for next year’s Street Clean. 
Again, the Committee would like to encourage all residents to maintain their frontages in good condition all year round and not just at the time of the annual street clean.
Summer Party - 29 June 2025
After holding a successful joint event with YPRA at Christmas, we decided to hold a second joint event in the summer. Our summer party was held in the gardens of RGS Springfield on a lovely sunny Sunday. There was an excellent turn-out of residents from both associations, including some newcomers to the area.
As ever, thank you to Angela Lanyon, whose poetry was delightful and to those who helped with the gazebos. 
We are most grateful to Laura Brown and all at RGS Springfield for their generosity in allowing us to access their gardens.                                                                                                      
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. HIGHWAYS & LIGHTING 
Parts of the roadway in Albany Terrace were resurfaced in March 2025.

The dips in the middle of Hebb Street, at the side of the Golden Gourmet, were reported to the County Council in September 2024 and again a year later. For the past 12 months, the dips have been monitored during regular safety inspections but they have now been referred to an engineer for investigation and repair.

On lighting, the upgrade to all light bulbs and switchgear in the heritage lights in our area in December 2022 has resulted in unlit lamps being a rarity. Defects are reported to the County Council when necessary.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
We have an active Neighbourhood Watch scheme registered with the national organisation known as the Neighbourhood Watch Network (NWN). Anyone living in Britannia Square, Albany Terrace or Stephenson Terrace can participate. Membership is not limited to those who belong to the Britannia Square Residents' Association.  

Neighbourhood Watch alerts are generally posted on the B-SquOSH WhatsApp group but email is also used, particularly for longer messages.

During the past year, we have continued to use WhatsApp as a quick way to alert residents of incidents and give warnings about suspicious individuals in the area. Theft from vehicles is an on-going problem therefore in our recent newsletter we again reminded residents about the need to always ensure vehicles are left empty and to lock all doors and windows. 

Our Safer Neighbourhoods Team (SNT) is a group of local police officers dedicated to serving our community. The team is made up of officers and police community support officers (PCSOs). For details of the Cathedral Ward SNT and crime reports see 
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/west-mercia-police/cathedral/?yourlocalpolicingteam=yourteam
If you would like to receive alerts by email and/or WhatsApp, please provide your email address and/or mobile number to our co-ordinator csinman4@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. PLANNING
The BSRA Committee is usually contacted by the Local Planning Authority, Worcester City Council, when an application has been received within our local area.  We are asked if we would like to comment on the application by a certain date, as a local consultee to the planning process.  This usually happens for Listed Building Consent and Planning Applications, but not for all Tree Preservation Works, or for all Discharge of Planning Conditions Applications.  As a Committee, we discuss any relevant applications, and our agreed list of comments is then sent to the Planning Officer for consideration.  The Planning Officer will take account of the Committee’s comments when considering the merits of each application.  However, the planning department may not always agree with our comments and recommendations, and they may well take other consultees’/residents’ comments into account ahead of, or in addition to ours.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Committee endeavours to comment on as many applications as possible within our small Conservation Area, but we occasionally also comment on applications that are outside or adjacent to our area, as they may still have an impact on the character of our area, or be of interest to our residents.  It is worth remembering that anyone is entitled to comment and give their thoughts on an application, and we would always urge residents to contact the planning department directly about any specific application that they are concerned about.  Comments can be sent via the City Council’s website, where you can also see plans and documents associated with the application.  See: https://www.worcester.gov.uk/planning/planning-application-search/commenting-on-planning-applications



Recent Planning Applications 

Applications for Listed Building Consent and Planning Approval which have been approved (or are pending a decision) since the last AGM are set out below:

	Date of application
	Address
	Proposal
	Status

	2025
	
	
	

	
March 
	9 Britannia Square
	Removal of existing extension and replace with a single storey rear extension. 
Raise boundary wall, and replace gates with folding solid boarded doors.
	Approved

	March 
	
28 Britannia Square
	
Rebuilding of the west garden wall, reducing levels and construction of garden store.
	Approved

	April 
	33 Britannia Square
	To take down an existing wooden pergola and put in its place a Hartley Botanic heritage 6 pane greenhouse.
	Approved

	May 
	24 Britannia Square 
	Demolition of a rear conservatory, single storey rear extension, internal and external alterations (1st application)
	Approved

	May 
	40 Britannia Square 
	Removal of old (disconnected) bathroom. Installation and reconnection of new bathroom.
	Approved

	July 
	37 Albany Terrace
	Partial removal of timber pergola & installation of home office. Removal of greenhouse & installation of timber shed. Repositioning of log store.
	Approved

	August 
	24 Britannia Square 
	 Demolition of rear conservatory, internal and external alterations, new metal side gate
(2nd application)
	Approved

	August 
	51 Britannia Square
	Conversion of single storey garage into a gym
	Pending decision (consultation ended 17 September 2025)
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